
July 14, 2020 

Dear Community Preservation Committee Members, 

Attached please find an application for the “Roosevelt Community Park” project.  The purpose of this 
project is to rehabilitate a park that can be accessed by the entire community.   It will provide an 
environmentally friendly atmosphere that demonstrates the community’s desire to maintain its valuable 
green space and to promote sustainable development.  

As we venture through the Covid19 pandemic, our community has developed a deep appreciation for 
our parks and green space.   This project would give bikers and walkers on the adjacent bike trail a place 
to stop and rest under a tree canopy, play at the playground, shoot some hoops, exercise, practice Tai 
Chi or enjoy the garden area.  

Should the Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation agree to apply funding for this project, we feel the 
garden/wetlands area, which would serve as a butterfly garden and wetlands experimentation area, 
could be appropriately named, the Adelaide Breed Bayrd Garden, to reflect her love of botany and trees.  

Some of the site work has already been completed on this project ($250K for site work and design) 
which includes soil testing and drainage investigation.  Comparative investigations revealed that natural 
grass sod is equivalent in cost to an artificial turf option.  Recreational and park planners, consulted by 
the Friends of Roosevelt Park, have concluded that grass is certainly a viable option and grass turf field 
experts (local and nationally recognized) have provided research and data to support renovating with 
grass.  Reestablishing a parks department in the City of Malden would assure a maintenance plan to 
keep our parks as beautiful as they once were when we had a department focused on upkeep.  Our 
parks are an asset to our City and they are what residents are drawn to when settling in an urban 
setting.  

In addition, a grass field, a tree canopy and a garden area will alleviate flooding which occurs in the park 
area and the adjoining neighborhood.  The Malden Vulnerability Plan outlines Roosevelt Park as key to 
mitigating flooding.  With drainage updates and a grass field the area will be in a better position to 
mitigate flooding and to move toward the goal of modifying the effects of climate change and move 
closer to sustainable development. 

Other aspects of this project would include a basketball court (with a penetrable base) for area youth 
and Salemwood School students to enjoy, a stage or amphitheater with benches which could provide a 
place for performances, and a grass field for softball or baseball games. 

The Mayor and City Council have agreed that this park is in need of rehabilitation.   With the support of 
our City of Malden leadership, this vision for a community park could come to fruition for our residents 
to enjoy in multiple ways.  

We believe “Roosevelt Community Park” is eligible for significant funding from a Massachusetts PARC 
grant, up to $400,000 in funding sources. The City of Malden already has a PARC grant application on 
file, and now that Malden is a Community Preservation community our eligibility is enhanced. The 
deadline for PARC Grant financial assistance to municipalities for the acquisition of recreation land, 
development of new parks, or the renovation of existing parks is Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 3:00 pm. 



We appreciate the work done by the Community Preservation Committee across the City and we look 
forward to working with the committee and the City for directional support to enhance Roosevelt Park 
for the entire community to enjoy. 

Sincerely yours, 

The Friends of Roosevelt Park and the Salemwood School Community 

Stefanie Alberto Annie and Joe Oppedisano 

Kari Percival Susan Noonan 

Anita LaFauci John Saia 

Ann Schiro Amanda, Marie, and Biff Maffeo 

Kathleen and Robert Sullivan Sarah Strayer 

Danyal Najmi Cathy and Brian MacDonald 

Ariane Taylor Mary Jo Kouzimi 

Joan Coburn                Lara Thompson  

 

List for Proposed Improvements/Renovations/Rehabilitation  

1. Bike Trail Rest Area with benches, bike racks, tree canopy 
2. Basketball Court  
3. A second playground area for young children (similar to Linden Park) 
4. A stage or amphitheater for community and school performances, or exercise classes with 

benches 
5. Grass field and for softball or baseball games. 
6. Adelaide Breed Bayrd Outdoor Nature Garden/classroom with native wildflower/pollinator 

garden, birdhouse area, wetland bird viewing area, entrance to wetland area, shaded by trees 
already growing there and more native trees added.  

7. Composting area for use in the garden.   Vegetable and fruit waste from school breakfast and 
lunches. 

8. Dog Park 

https://www.turi.org/Our_Work/Community/Artificial_Turf​   UMASS TURI, Toxic Use Reduction Institute 

https://www.naturalgrass.org/about​ , National Grass Advisory 

PARC Grants - 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/parkland-acquisitions-and-renovations-for-communities-parc-grant-progra
m-bid-fy-21/download 

  

Kelsey Menon Susan Nylen
Penny Kalman

https://www.turi.org/Our_Work/Community/Artificial_Turf
https://www.naturalgrass.org/about
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Statements From City Officials 
 

=============================================== 

From Councillor DeMaria 

 

“ I will continue to say, I support real, fresh grass and the beauty and wellness of what city parks bring to 
a community. Having said that, I believe this new re-designed project offers the CPC (our community) a 
choice.  

Further, with the future of an enlarged Parks Department, we will be able to put residents to work.  

Debbie DeMaria 

Councillor At Large 

781-953-9474” 

 

=============================================== 

From Councillor Linehan 

 

“To the esteemed members of the CPC: 

I write today to express my support for the pre-application proposal to explore more deeply a natural 
grass alternative for the future of Roosevelt Park. Emphasizing a natural grass option while building 
upon the existing investment of CPA dollars at the site could provide the City with critical cost 
comparison information to guide its future rehabilitation of the entire Roosevelt property, to the benefit 
of the adjacent school community, the local recreation ecosystem, and the surrounding neighborhood 
and city as a whole. Fully vetting the cost to install and maintain natural grass -- while laying out clearly 
the trade-offs in environmental impact and time for sports, recess, learning and passive recreation -- is 
in alignment with our recent Municipal Vulnerability and Open Space and Recreation plans, both of 
which focus on climate resilience, stormwater management, equity for Environmental Justice 
communities, and investment in a broader park management strategy for Malden.  

Amanda LinehanWard 3 City Councillor 

alinehan@cityofmalden.org 

781-873-9224 

She/Her/Hers” 

 



=============================================== 

From Councillor O’Malley 

 



Funding Overview 
Funding for the “Roosevelt Community Park” project is similar to the previous “Roosevelt Park 
Improvement Project” - with the difference being the availability of $400,000 in grant money for the 
“Roosevelt Community Park” project that was not considered in the funding below. 

 



 

Community Participation 

 



 


